
 

 

 

© RURAL VIRTUAL ACADEMY 
Abbotsford ● Colby ● Medford ● Prentice ● Rib Lake 

Annual School Performance Report 

 



 

©RURAL  V I RTUAL  ACADEMY  

Annual School Performance Report 

School Year 2006 – 2007 
Completed and prepared in accordance with: 

Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction guidelines & the charter agreement between the  

Medford Area Public School District and  Rural Virtual Academy 
 
 
 
 
 

 Rural Virtual Academy 
Abbotsford ● Colby ● Medford ● Prentice● Rib Lake 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 Rural Virtual Academy 
124 West State Street 
Medford, WI  54451 

Phone 715.748.4620 • Fax 715.748.6839 
http://www.medford.k12.wi.us/RVA/index..htm 



iiiiiiii 

Reinforcing Values & AcademicsReinforcing Values & Academics

 
© RURAL VIRTUAL ACADEMY 

             Abbotsford ● Colby ● Medford ● Prentice ● Rib Lake 
124 W. State Street • Medford, WI 54451-1771 

Telephone: (715) 748-4620 • Fax: (715) 748-6839 
Charlie Heckel, RVA Administrator • heckech@medford.k12.wi.us 

To the community, 
 
Since the contract was signed in January of 2005, the charter between the Rural Virtual Academy and the 
Medford Area Public School District has evolved from the plans and dreams of its founders to a working 
document outlining the holistic challenge of educating those disenfranchised students, within our 
consortium districts, who need new direction in order to find educational success.  It is my distinct 
pleasure to report to you now, after two full years of operation, that our school not only demonstrates 
high levels of participation satisfaction and academic success, but also demonstrates across the State as a 
primary example of how virtual education can build bridges between home and school. 
 
Many new changes took place over the 2006 – 2007 school year.  New administration took over the 
school, curriculum changes were made, and through the acceptance of continued charter school grant 
funds, new initiatives were set forth.  In our promise to be fiscally responsible and financially sustained 
beyond the years of grant support, a sound three-tiered financial commitment between the consortium 
districts was outlined and agreed upon.  Through numerous promotions in public relations, the RVA 
continued to educate the constituents within our outlying districts of the mission and focus of our school.   
 
Remaining steadfast in belief that through promoting positive attitudes towards self, school, family, and 
community, we have begun to create a place where our students feel comfortable in growing through self-
doubt and failure and delivering individualized success.  By stopping the traditional trend of asking 
students to fit into the program and instead fitting the program to the students, a newfound love for 
learning has fostered itself in not only our student body, but also with those families who support and 
provide for their child’s educational needs. 
 
As it has been stated, and though the exact words may be different from one to another, it is nonetheless 
true that a community cannot prosper unless there is an essential foundation to support the education of 
all its children.  This foundation is built through learning and having a shared responsibility to education, 
a respect for individuality embedded in a caring school climate, and a democratic attitude where students 
are engaged and taking ownership of their learning.  I am pleased to tell you that this is the foundation of 
the Rural Virtual Academy and that of its stakeholders. 
 
I look forward to continued growth and further achievements.  To the community members, students, 
board members, and parents, I thank you all for everything you have done to make this year a success.   
 
Sincerely, 

 
Charles Heckel 
RVA Administrator 
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Charter 

Rural Virtual Academy & Medford Area Public School District Charter Agreement  
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Rural Virtual Academy Mission Statement 

It is the mission of the Rural Virtual Academy to provide student access to a challenging, high-quality, standards 
driven curriculum, in a flexible home environment. 

Focus and Direction 

The focus and direction of the RVA is to provide instructional programming to non-traditional K-8 students 
who may be homebound, medically fragile, home-schooled, or do not benefit from the regular classroom 
environment.   

The RVA provides a self-paced instructional program with remediation and acceleration options, students’ and 
parents’ communication and organization of youth, social, and educational events, and an evaluation of its 
program effectiveness. 

Initiatives and Goals 2006 – 2007 

 

Curriculum 

 Wrote and contracted grades 3-8 Moodle® curriculum 
 Computerized grade book system and student records 
 Created RVA Resource Library 
 Developed RVA Curricula Stream 
 AutoSkill® Dissemination to MAES & MAMS 
 Timz Attack®; remedial math 
 Basic Mathematics® (Math Realm); remedial math 
 Calvert Online® 
 Removed Destination Math and Reading® curricula 
 BrainPOP®; enrichment 
 Elluminate®; instruction 
 Purchased student flashdrives 
 Calvert® integrated supplemental curricula 
 Began integration of cameras and microphones 
 Completed and accepted $150,000 Implementation Renewal Grant 
 DiscoverZone®; Organization & Character Ed. 
 Academy of Math and Reading® long-term maintenance contract 

 
 
Policy & Procedure 

 Developed RVA communication logs 
 Formalized Student Records to comply with DPI 
 Developed Financial Commitment 
 Developed Home Advisor Agreement 
 Developed Emergency Notification forms 
 Developed and Implemented Policy and Procedure Handbook 
 Updated and revised RVA polices to coincide with MAPSD 
 Developed Release of Confidential Information forms 
 Developed Request of Records form 
 Developed Individualized Access Consent forms 
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Public Relations 

 New Logo 
 New Motto: Reinforcing Values & Academics 
 DPI Subgrant Session presentation 
 RVA Fall Orientation 
 RVA Fall and Spring Newsletters 
 Published in Dec. issue of Wisconsin School News 
 Articles included in Star News; 12/17/06, 12/28/06, 2/8/07 
 Open House invitations Channel 9; Channel 7; Channel 13; WIGM/ K99 
 Published Marshfield News Herald 12/17/06 
 Monthly Governance Board meeting publicly posted 
 Created RVA Informational Brochure 
 RVA Billboards (3) 
 RVA Open House 

 
 
Capital Purchases 

 PolyCom Unit 
 LCD projector 
 Locked file storage 
 Bookcases 

 
 

Application Process 

Applications for the RVA are accepted year round.  The RVA retains its charter status through the Department 
of Public Instruction as a free, public, nonsectarian institution.  

Enrollment 

The RVA will provide alternative learning opportunities for students whose educational needs cannot be met in 
the traditional school setting.  Students in kindergarten through grade 8 are eligible to enroll in the RVA. 

Enrollment Options for Consortium Schools 

The RVA provides enrollment opportunities for its consortium school district members different than for 
students outside of the consortium.  Students currently residing within the school districts of Abbotsford, 
Colby, Medford, Prentice, or Rib Lake may enroll in the RVA by contacting the Medford District Office to 
obtain enrollment papers.  Completing open enrollment applications is not necessary for students residing 
within the consortium districts.  Students in the consortium school districts are still required to register in their 
resident school districts for purposes of pupil counting mandated by the Department of Public Instruction.  
Registering your address of residency can be completed by contacting the district office within your resident 
district. 

 

Enrollment Options for Non-Consortium Schools 

Students wishing to enroll in the RVA from outside the consortium school districts must follow the full-time 
open enrollment timelines and forms provided by the Department of Public Instruction.  More information can 
be found on the DPI website: http://dpi.wi.gov/sms/psctoc.html or by contacting the Medford School District 
Office at 715-748-4620. 

Another enrollment option is establishing a 66.0301 – Shared Virtual Learning Services Agreement between the 
non-resident and resident school districts.  Enrollment through the use of  a 66.0301 agreement can take place at 
any time throughout the school year and is not bound to the restrictions of  the open-enrollment window.  The 
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aid amount will be equal to the open enrollment transfer amount and will be prorated dependent upon the 
actual enrollment date.  If  you would like further information about the conditions of  administrating a 66.0301 
agreement, it can be found at: http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/coop_agree.html 

Dual – Enrollment  

Students whose parents/ legal guardians are legal residents within the consortium school districts and who are 
currently attending the RVA will be allowed to enroll in the consortium public schools for a minimum of two 
regular school day courses under conditions outlined in policy RVA-JECBE. 

Dual-Enrollment Statistics 2006 - 2007 

In the 2006 – 2007 school year, both the Medford Area Middle School and Colby Middle School shared 
enrollment with two RVA 7th graders.  One student eventually entered Colby Middle School full time, while the 
Medford student remained in the RVA for the full school year receiving support two periods a day from the 
MAMS Physical Education and Special Education departments. 

Enrollment Statistics 2006 – 2007 
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Student Demographics 2006 – 2007 
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RVA Administrator 

The RVA Administrator serves as the supervisor of the RVA Teacher and provides leadership and direction for 
the RVA.  Autonomy and accountability of the RVA charter will be sustained and controlled by the RVA 
Administrator and governing board of consortium administrators.  Missions, methods, and management 
systems will be under the control of the RVA administrator, as well as providing periodic updates of financial 
reports, school activities, and home contacts to the RVA governing board and parents of enrolled students. 

RVA Teacher 

The RVA Teacher serves as the local education guide for the student.  In addition to the local RVA Teacher, an 
online instructor may be assigned contingent upon the enrollment of online course material.  Students are to 
communicate with the RVA Teacher through e-mail, telephone, or other forms of writing.  Home visits are 
allowed upon request and students will be required to attend the office of the RVA for occasional mandatory 
testing, educational, or technical support unless previously approved or arranged by the RVA Teacher / 
Administrator.  It is the RVA Teacher’s responsibility to assign grades, take attendance, and provide educational 
feedback on the progress of the student to the parents and/ or Home Mentor. 

Home Mentor 

The Home Mentor is responsible for helping to ensure successful learning in the home environment by assisting 
in keeping the student progressing at a pace that is meeting the individualized student’s needs.  The Home 
Mentor is encouraged to be a family member; however, another person may be assigned as the Home Mentor 
with consent of the RVA Administrator and upon signing a release of confidential information for that student.  

Home Mentor Statistics 2006 - 2007 

Home Mentors

16%

84%

Tutor

Parent
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Curriculum 

The RVA curriculum will align with local, state, or national standards.  Courses will be selected by ability and 
grade equivalencies to meet the needs of the individual student. The approval and cost of the purchased 
curriculum courses from various providers and supplemental materials is the responsibility of the RVA.  In 
order to maintain accurate promotional grade criteria for non-disabled students, specific limitations of multi-
leveled material can be set upon the discretion of the RVA Administrator. 

Curricula Stream 2006 - 2007 
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Curriculum Descriptions 2006 - 2007 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Skyward 
 

Skyward allows for parental and student access to “student records” including attendance and grades.  
This is where student’s official transcripts are generated. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Calvert Online 
 

Calvert Schools provides the core academics of the Rural Virtual Academy. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BrainPOP 

This is a supplemental service provided for discretionary use by RVA parents and students in grades 
3-8.  High-speed internet is required to fully appreciate the “movies”. 
 
“BrainPOP aims to make learning grades 3-12 subjects "more fun", by producing educational animated movies to explain concepts in an audio and visual style 
that is accessible and entertaining to both children and adults. Students can watch the BrainPOP movies and exchange messages with the cast of characters 
who lead users through related activities on the Web site, which include interactive quizzes and games, comic strips, and experiments.  About 25% of U.S. 
school districts subscribe to BrainPOP and use it with school curricula.” 
-BrainPOP 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Moodle 

This is currently a mandatory piece of curriculum for students in grades 6-8.  (Grades 3-5 are in 
development and are expected to be ready for piloting by the beginning of the 2007 – 2008 school 
year).  These courses supplement and cover standards not addressed in the Calvert curriculum.  
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Academy of Math and Reading 
 

This is a supplemental online math and reading service provided to assist students in strengthening 
their reading and math skills.  It is a tool typically used for remediation purposes, but it does not have 
to be.  Incorporating both Academy of Math and Reading into your daily or weekly lessons is an 
accepted and promoted way many RVA parents choose to utilize this service. 
 
“The Academy of Math and Reading provide an individualized and step-by-step approach to building math and reading skills. It motivates even the most 
struggling pupils with visual goals and constant feedback and rewards. Makes math and reading achievable for all pupils.”  
-AutoSkill 
 

 

 
 
 
 

DiscoverZone 
 

This is a supplemental service which enforces core values instruction in the RVA.  “Reinforcing 
Values & Academics” is our slogan and this program assists in backing up that slogan.  Character 
education is such a key component in educating elementary and middle school children that is too 
often overlooked.  I recommend the use of DiscoverZone as another tool in your education and 
organizational growth. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Elluminate 
 

Elluminate provides both video and audio connections via the internet between the home and school. 
Students can actively participate in daily lessons and stay connected with the RVA teacher in real-time 
synchronous interactions. 

 

 

 

Lesson Completion 

In order to provide a benchmark for RVA students and Home Mentors to work from, the following lesson 
completion table may be used to help ensure successful academic achievement.  It is not mandatory for RVA 
students or Home Mentors to follow this included pace chart, though it is highly recommended that an 
individualized learning plan be generated for the RVA student to follow.  Assistance for developing an 
individualized learning plan for the RVA student can be provided in the RVA office by the RVA Teacher.   

The following table serves only as an instructional guide and specific subject expectations and criteria may 
change due to individualized curricular offerings. 
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Grade 1 

 

Math-5 lessons/wk. 

Reading- 5 lessons/wk. 

Writing- 5 lessons/wk. 

History- 1 lesson/wk. 
 

Grade 2 

 

Math-5 lessons/wk. 

Reading- 5 lessons/wk. 

Writing- 5 lessons/wk. 

Science- 2 lessons/wk. 

Geography/History (optional)- 1 lesson/wk. each 

Art/Poetry/Picture Study- 1 lesson/wk. each 

 

Grade 3 

 

Math-5 lessons/wk. 

Spelling- 5 lessons/wk. 

History- 3 lessons/wk. 

Science- 3-4 lessons/wk. 

Reading- 5 lessons/wk. 

Writing/Composition- 3 lessons/wk. 

Geography- 2 lessons/wk. 

Art/Picture Study- 1-3 lessons/wk. 

 

Grade 4 

 

Math-5 lessons/wk. 

Spelling- 5 lessons/wk. 

History- 3 lessons/wk. 

Science- 3-4 lessons/wk. 

Reading- 5 lessons/wk. 

Grammar- 2 lessons/wk. 

Writing/Composition- 3 lessons/wk. 

Geography- 2 lessons/wk. 

Art/Picture Study- 1-3 lessons/wk. 

Grade 5 

 

Math- 5 lessons/wk. 

Reading- 5 lessons/wk. 

Spelling/Vocabulary- 5 lessons/wk. 

Grammar- 2 lessons/wk. 

Writing/Composition- 3 lessons/wk. 

Science- 3 lessons/wk. 

History- 3 lessons/wk. 

Geography- 2 lessons/wk. 

Art (Art History)- 2 lessons/wk 

 

 

Grade 6 

 

Math- 5 lessons/wk. 

Spelling/Vocabulary- 5 lessons/wk. 

Reading- 5 lessons/wk. 

History- 2 lessons/wk. 

Science- 3 lessons/wk. 

Writing/Composition- 3 lessons/wk. 

Geography- 2 lessons/wk. 
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Grammar- 2 lessons/wk. 

Art- 2-3 lessons/wk. 

 

Grade 7 

 

Math- 5 lessons/wk. 

Grammar- 4 lessons/wk. 

Science- 3 lessons/wk. 

History or Geography- 4 lessons/wk. 

Writing/Composition- 3 lessons/wk. 

Reading- 4 lessons/wk. 

Art- 2 lessons/wk. 

Spelling/Vocabulary- 5 lessons/wk. 

 

Grade 8 

 

Math- 5 lessons/wk. 

Reading/Literature- 5 lessons/wk. 

History- 3 lessons/wk. 

Science- 2-3 lessons/wk. 

Spelling - 3 lessons/wk 

Grammar/Vocabulary/Composition- 5 lessons/wk. 

Study time-3-4 sessions/wk. 

 

RVA Resource Library 

Opening in January of 2007, the RVA now provides over 1,100 new videos, books, and games for enrichment 
of learning available to students and parents to check out Monday – Friday from 7:30 a.m. until 4:00 p.m.  Since 
January, the RVA Resource Library has had over 90 materials checked out.  

Dissemination 

A charter school may apply for additional dissemination grant fund dollars after the school has been in 
operation for at least three consecutive years and has demonstrated overall success including substantial 
progress in improving student academic achievement, high levels of parent satisfaction, and having established a 
thriving, financially viable school.  Received funds are to be used exclusively for the operation and dissemination 
of a product or service and are in no way to be used toward the operation of the school.   

As the RVA looks forward, initial plans for possible dissemination ideas are beginning to generate in the event 
that we decide to move forward with applying for dissemination funds.  Through the integration of our 
PolyCom distance learning system, connections to the Medford School Forest through online education using 
Moodle, and shared use of AutoSkill best practices, possibilities of new ideas are beginning to emerge and take 
form.  We look forward to integration of these groundbreaking ideas in the upcoming 2007 – 2008 school year. 

Extra-Curricular Athletic Participation 

Extra-curricular athletic participation of Rural Virtual Academy students within the consortium school districts 
is permitted in respective student’s resident district.  It is the intent of the WIAA governing board as well as the 
RVA, to make inclusion of athletic opportunities available for our students.   
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Field Trips 

The RVA requests that students participate in offered field trips throughout the school year.  Field trips may 
include the Medford Area Public School District’s School Forest, art or history museums, service-learning 
projects, or other community outings.  Students are not required to participate, but it is highly encouraged and 
recommended. 

 

Communications/ Attendance 

Each student enrolled in the RVA will be required to be in full attendance and communication with the RVA 
Teacher and/or Administrator.  Communication is the key to the success of student achievement in the RVA.  
It is the inherent responsibility of the student or Home Mentor to contact the RVA Teacher and/or online 
support teacher to seek additional academic support or to clarify misunderstood information. Frequent 
communications in the form of one-on-one onsite tutoring, telephone conversations, two-way e-mail 
correspondence, or interactive online correspondence with the RVA Teacher, Administrator, and/ or assigned 
online instructor constitutes full time enrollment.  Home visits are allowed upon request and students will be 
required to attend the office of the RVA for occasional mandatory testing, educational, or technical support 
unless the absence is excused by the RVA Teacher / Administrator.  Students who are not in frequent 
communication may be considered truant.  Prior absences for which written verification was not made to the 
RVA Administrator of a legal excuse will be counted as truant absences from school.  Future absences without a 
medical excuse will also be considered truant.  Truant school days refers to any absence of part or all of one or 
more days from school during which the RVA Administrator has not been notified by the parent or guardian of 
the legal cause of such absence of the student.  This also means intermittent attendance carried on for the 
purpose of defeating the intent of the state attendance statutes (118.15).  The responsibility for regular school 
attendance of a child rests upon the child’s parent(s)/ guardian(s)/ legal custodian(s).  In support of this 
responsibility, the Rural Virtual Academy will extend all possible and appropriate modifications to assist in the 
successful participation in school for your child.  The RVA Teacher will document contact time and maintain 
accurate attendance data.  The RVA Administrator and governance board reserve the right to determine 
effective attendance rates and participation in the program.  The RVA Administrator and governance board also 
reserve the right to enforce local attendance policies and dispositions up to and including dismissal of students 
from the RVA.   

Camp Forest Springs 
Winter 2006 - 2007 
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E-mail Addresses and Names 

Student e-mail addresses should include the student’s name or portion thereof to ensure accuracy and 
accountability of records.  Electronic signatures are encouraged to be used in correspondence with the RVA 
Teacher and/or Administrator and may be required in reply to sensitive or critical information. 

Internet Reimbursement 

The Rural Virtual Academy governance board supports the monthly reimbursement for home internet usage.  
Original copies of monthly billing statements, with clearly identifiable information, must be submitted to the 
RVA office for auditing record purposes.  Upon receiving a confirmed billing statement, the RVA user will be 
reimbursed at a rate not to exceed $65.00 per month.  Internet installation, maintenance costs, and taxes 
incurred by the user are not subject to reimbursement.  The Rural Virtual Academy governance board reserves 
the discretionary right to deny reimbursement to any user and to adjust the rate at any time. 

Attendance Rates 2006 – 2007 

 

 

Discipline Procedures 

All RVA students are subject to Medford Area Public School District student policies including, but not limited 
to those referring to internet, computer, e-mail, and use provisions.  Disciplinary consequences for violation of 
the MAPSD policies and/or RVA policies and guidelines are subject to disciplinary consequences up to and 
including dismissal from the RVA charter school. 

Maintaining or posting material to a website or blog that threatens a likelihood of substantial disruption in 
school, including harming or interfering with the rights of other students to participate fully in school or 
extracurricular activities, is a violation of the student disciplinary code of conduct and subject to disciplinary 
action. 
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Academic Honesty 

The RVA sets high expectations for academic honesty.  Expectations for students to exercise responsible, 
ethical behavior in the online environment are resolute.  Work submitted must represent a student’s original 
ideas or cite all relevant sources if it is not completely original.  Permission of the RVA Teacher, online 
instructor, or RVA Administrator, is necessary for someone other than the enrolled student to complete any 
portion of, make changes or revisions to, or submit an assignment, activity, or exam on behalf of the enrolled 
student.  If authenticity is in question, a student may be required to take a proctored test, defend work, or 
respond to oral questions in person or via phone.   

Academic Testing 

Subject Area Testing 

Minimum subject area testing is required after the completion of a set number of daily lessons.  Additional daily 
assessments may be required in the form of online writing, quizzes, and tests assigned by the RVA Teacher.  
The Home Mentor must monitor the student while tests are being completed.  Once an assessment is 
completed, it needs to be submitted to the RVA Teacher either electronically, through the mail, or hand 
delivered.  Test results will be returned to the student and scores recorded by the RVA Teacher.  The RVA 
Teacher / Administrator reserves the right to require students to subject tests in the RVA Office. 

State Testing 

The State of Wisconsin requires testing of all public education students in grades 3-8 and 10.  The tests take 
place in a specific time frame designated by the State of Wisconsin each year.  In accordance with state law, it is 
required that state tests be administered by the RVA Teacher or other proctor assigned by the RVA 
Administrator.  The RVA Teacher or assigned proctor must be present at all times while the tests are 
administered. 

Schools with Small Numbers of Students or No Tested Grades:  
Under NCLB, all public schools and districts must be held accountable.  Schools without a tested grade and 
those with fewer than six full academic year (FAY) students in tested grades are evaluated for accountability 
purposes by their district using locally available evidence of meeting the adequate yearly progress (AYP) 
objectives.   Students are still required to take the Wisconsin Knowledge and Concepts Exam (WKCE) but an 
Accountability Worksheet in the spring covers AYP due to lack of statistically reliable data.   

In the 2006 – 2007, the RVA did not meet the FAY requirements set forth and did not have students enrolled 
in all testable grades.  Therefore, AYP for the RVA for the 2006 – 2007 school year was met by showing 
individual examples of student growth through meticulous records and demonstrations of learning.
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WKCE Results 2006 - 2007 

2006/07 WKCE TEST 

PROFICIENCY REPORT 
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Placement Testing 

Placement testing is a free and optional service currently offered by our curriculum provider.  If parents are 
unsure of their child’s abilities, they may request to have their child complete a placement test.  Placement tests 
will be proctored in the RVA Office or other area as determined by the RVA Administrator in the presence of 
the RVA Teacher or other assigned designee.  Upon receiving the results of the placement tests, the student will 
then be enrolled in the most appropriate grade/ program level. 

Grade Advancement 

RVA students receive grades on assignments similar to students enrolled in traditional schools.  Some 
assignments are graded automatically within the course, some assignments are graded by the RVA Teacher, and 
where relevant, the online teacher will also provide feedback in the form of a grade or report.  Students will 
receive comments on completed work and periodic grade updates with grades being posted a minimum of four 
times per year.  Final grades will be determined by averaging the four quarter grades.  All grades will appear on a 
formal transcript. 

The initial responsibility for deciding whether there will be retention or advancement of a student shall rest with 
the teacher(s) primarily responsible for the child’s education, the administrator overseeing the child’s teacher, 
and the parent/ legal guardian of the child.  These provisions include but are not limited to: academic 
achievement, intelligence, attendance, self-image, attitude, experiential background, and social/ emotional 
maturity. 

Transcript grades for students in grades 3-8 will be scaled using the classical five point discreet evaluation system 
using “A-F” as reporting marks.  Grades will be determined using the following percentage scale: 

A 100- 90 % 

B 89- 80% 

C 79- 70% 

D 69- 60% 

F 59- 0% 

Students enrolled in grades K-2 will receive comments on completed work and periodic grade updates with 
grades being posted a minimum of four times per year.  These grades will be reported using the following scale: 

A Advanced 

P Proficient 

B Basic 

M Minimal 

Grade Advancement Statistics 2006 - 2007 

All students attending the RVA in 2006 – 2007 successfully completed their grade level course work and have 
been promoted to the next grade. 
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Special Education or Related Services 

Students enrolled in the RVA are provided by law the same special services provided under State Statute 118.51; 
Full-time Open Enrollment.  The RVA, under the authorization of the Medford Area Public School District, 
retains the legal responsibility to meet all special education or related services provided by State of Wisconsin 
Statute 115.787. 

Financial Commitment 

The Rural Virtual Academy Governance Board, in support of fiscal responsibility, focusing on long-term 
growth and sustainability, resolved the following financial commitment for the 2006 – 2007 school year. 

Financial Commitment 2006 - 2007 
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RVA Expenditures Report 2006 – 2007 
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Challenges to Online Learning 

All forms of learning present specific challenges to overcome in order to be successful.  In online learning, time 
management is the most significant challenge.  Time management, combined with the misconception that 
online learning is less rigorous than typical public school curriculum, leads many students to fail in the online 
environment.  Communicating closely with the RVA Teacher and Home Mentor can help provide the stable 
and standard working schedule for each student necessary to become successful. 

Disclaimer 

This document contains guidelines but is not all inclusive and is not intended to supersede or conflict with the 
Medford Area Public School District Board of Education policies, state statutes, or federal law.  The foregoing 
information is subject to revision and was in effect for the 2006 - 2007 school year. 

School Board Policies 

RVA-BBAB Charter Education 

RVA-BDDH Public Participation at RVA Governance Board Meetings 

RVA-EDCB Computer and Software 

RVA-IIBB Instructional Resources Materials 

RVA-IIBGA Internet Safety 

RVA-JB Equal Educational Opportunity 

RVA-JECBD School Open Enrollment  

RVA-JECBE Dual Enrollment 
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        FILE: RVA-BBAB  
 

MEDFORD AREA PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT 
RURAL VIRTUAL ACADEMY 

 
DATE ADOPTED: February 17, 2005 FILE SECTOR: RURAL VIRTUAL ACADEMY 
DATE REVISED: March 15, 2007  POLICY TITLE: CHARTER EDUCATION 
   
Charter schools provide an opportunity to develop innovative educational programs, governance 
structures, and provide parental and student instructional alternatives within the public school system.  
The Medford Area Public School District Board of Education will consider the establishment of a charter 
school as provided by state statute and administrative procedures.   Charter schools established by the 
Medford Area Public School District must support the Medford Area Public School District’s vision and 
mission statements, as well as develop its own vision and mission statements, meet state and local 
educational goals, and measure student progress in attaining these goals.  The granting, and renewal, of 
charter agreements will be at the sole discretion and autonomy of the Medford Area Public School 
District Board of Education.  Petitions regarding the establishment of a proposed charter school must be 
submitted no later than December 1 of the school year preceding intended implementation.  A public 
hearing will be held within thirty (30) days of the receipt of the petition. The board will make a final 
decision on establishing a new charter school no later than 30 days following the public hearing. 
 
Criteria used to make a decision on renewal will include, but not be limited to, student achievement, 
stakeholder interest, experience under the existing charter, availability of staff, and district resources.  
 
A charter may be revoked by the Medford Area Public School District Board of Education for the 
following circumstances: 
 a) The charter school violated its contract with the board of education; or 
 b) The students enrolled in the charter school failed to make sufficient progress toward 
  attaining its educational goals; or 
 c) The charter school failed to comply with generally accepted accounting standards of 
  fiscal management; or 
 d) The charter school violated the Wisconsin Charter School Law. 
 
CROSS REFERENCE: 
LEGAL REFERENCE: Wis. Stat. 118.40 
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        FILE: RVA-BDDH  
 

MEDFORD AREA PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT 
RURAL VIRTUAL ACADEMY 

 
DATE ADOPTED:  March 20, 1979 FILE SECTOR:  RURAL VIRTUAL ACADEMY 
DATE REVISED:   March 15, 2007   POLICY TITLE: PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AT           

    RVA GOVERNANCE BOARD  
                      MEETINGS 
 
The RVA Governance Board desires citizens of the district to attend its sessions so that they may become 
better acquainted with the operations and programs of the schools and so that the governance board may 
have opportunity to know the wishes and ideas of the public.  All official meetings of the governance 
board shall be open to the press and public.  However, the governance board reserves the right to 
adjourn, recess to, or meet in closed session as authorized by law. 
 
CROSS REFERENCE:  
LEGAL REFERENCE:  Wis. Statutes 19.83, 19.84, 19.85 
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        FILE: RVA-EDCB 
 

MEDFORD AREA PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT 
RURAL VIRTUAL ACADEMY 

       
DATE ADOPTED: June 16, 2005  FILE SECTOR: RURAL VIRTUAL ACADEMY 
DATE REVISED: March 15, 2007 POLICY TITLE:  COMPUTER AND SOFTWARE   

 
1. If providing your own equipment, please contact the Rural Virtual Academy Principal for 

recommended specifications.  The RVA is not responsible for maintaining a parent’s personal 
technology equipment. 

2. RVA Charter School students may request a loan of RVA Charter School equipment if viable 
computer equipment is not available in the home.  The computer/modem would need to be picked 
up at which time you would be briefly trained in its setup. 

3. If you are experiencing technical problems, contact the RVA Principal.  If he/she determines the 
problem is with the district equipment, the local Mentor/Teacher should be contacted.  This person 
will in turn contact the MAPS technical support staff. 

4. You cannot install hardware or software into or onto district equipment. 
 
Phone Lines - If using a dial-in modem, be aware of the following: 
1. Parents are responsible to provide the phone or data line.  The RVA reimburses the parent/guardian 

$65.00 per month for internet access.   
2. If you only have one phone line, call waiting will need to be disabled.  Please be aware that while the 

student is working on-line, the phone will not be accessible to others in the household.  Incoming 
calls will get a busy signal.   

3. If there is a second line in the home, it may be used for the computer access. 
 
Remote Access - The academy reserves the right to remotely access the district computers for remote 
maintenance and/or software installation.  Software will be installed on your own equipment that would 
allow remote installation of any necessary course software. 
 
Damage or Abuse - Any abuse, intentional damage, or failure to return academy equipment or software 
will result in possible prosecution and termination of opportunities within RVA Charter School. 
    
Accidental Damage or Infraction of Use - If something is not working on the academy computer, 
report it immediately to the local Mentor/Teacher.  If you receive any inappropriate information via email 
or from the Internet, please report to the local Mentor/Teacher immediately in order to maintain access 
to the equipment and Internet. 
 
CROSS REFERENCE: EDCB 
LEGAL REFERENCE:  
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        FILE: RVA-IIBB 
   

MEDFORD AREA PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT 
RURAL VIRTUAL ACADEMY 

 
DATE ADOPTED: March 15, 2007  FILE SECTOR: RURAL VIRTUAL ACADEMY 
DATE REVISED:     POLICY TITLE: INSTRUCTIONAL RESOURCES 

MATERIALS 
 
All RVA students must return all materials such as RVA textbooks, reading books, workbooks, teacher 
manuals, and answer keys at the end of each school year in a reasonable condition as when they received 
them.  Reasonable condition will be determined by the RVA Teacher and/or RVA Principal.  Failure to 
return all materials in a reasonable condition may result in replacement fees to be paid by the 
student/family. 
      
CROSS REFERENCE: 
LEGAL REFERENCE: 
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        FILE: RVA-IIBGA 
 

MEDFORD AREA PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT 
RURAL VIRTUAL ACADEMY 

 
DATE ADOPTED: June 16, 2005  FILE SECTOR: RURAL VIRTUAL ACADEMY 
DATE REVISED: March 15, 2007 POLICY TITLE: INTERNET SAFETY 

 
The power of electronic networks and resources is transforming the educational culture from one of 
isolation to one of connectivity.  The one characteristic shared by all network sites is the use of common 
communication protocol to transmit data.  The Rural Virtual Academy (RVA) provides 
telecommunication access for its users.  These resources will be integrated, where appropriate, in the K-8 
curriculum.  When possible, the community will be partners with the academy in telecommunications 
efforts.  As student(s) of the RVA use telecommunications resources, it is essential that each student 
recognize his/her responsibility in having access to vast services, sites, and people.  The student(s) is 
ultimately responsible for his/her actions in accessing telecommunication services and for adhering to 
district use policies, procedures, and guidelines. 

 
In the environment of a global network, it is impossible to control all materials.  The RVA believes that 
the valuable information and interaction available on this worldwide network far outweighs the possibility 
that student(s) may procure materials that are not consistent with the educational goals of the district.  
Our focus is in providing individual student(s) with the understanding and skills needed to use the 
Internet or other telecommunications in ways appropriate to their educational needs. 
 
Through telecommunication access, student(s) may: 
 •access global resources 
 •enter into partnerships to enhance their learning options 
 •broaden their problem-solving and decision-making abilities 
 •broaden their research capabilities by using primary materials 
 •develop their higher-level thinking skills 
 •gain an employability skill needed for the 21st century 
 •utilize a personalized, motivational learning opportunity 
 •differentiate and assess available resources 
 

Policy Statements 
 1. Access to the electronic network and resources within the RVA is a privilege, not a right.  This 

privilege will be revoked at any time for deliberate use not consistent with the 
“Telecommunication Code of Conduct” of the academy.  Furthermore, unacceptable use may 
result in suspension or revocation of network privileges and possibly other disciplinary action up 
to and including possible suspension or expulsion from school. 

 2. Student(s) shall not access or use electronic mail or other computerized communication systems to 
relay threatening, intimidating, abusive, or harassing measures.  Such use may result in criminal 
sanctions consistent with Wisconsin Statutes §947.0125. 

 3. Student(s) shall not impose their choices on others, access private files, attempt to break the 
security systems, copy software illegally, or use computer supplies that are not for school-related 
activities. 
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 4. Student(s) accessing district telecommunications systems may not corrupt network integrity by 
deliberately allowing inappropriate and/or dangerous files (i.e., viruses) to enter the system. 

 5. Any use of the network to facilitate illegal activity is prohibited and will be reported to the 
appropriate authorities. 

 6. Copyrighted material may not be placed on the network without the copyright owner’s 
permission. 

 7. Student(s) are responsible for the ethical and educational use of their own accounts.  These 
accounts are to be used only by the authorized owner of the account for the authorized purposes.  
Student(s) shall not intentionally obtain copies of and/or modify the files or passwords belonging 
to other users. 

 8. The academy is not responsible for the accuracy or quality of information obtained through its 
telecommunications services.  The academy is also not responsible for any damages the student(s) 
suffers, including loss of data resulting from delays, non-deliveries, mis-deliveries, hardware system 
problems, or service interruptions.  Use of any information obtained via district technology is at 
the user’s risk. 

 9. The RVA Principal may establish additional rules and procedures that he/she deems necessary to 
insure proper use of the telecommunications in the academy. 

 10. The staff has the responsibility of making the educational goal clearly understood by the student.  
In addition, it is the responsibility of the staff to inform the student of his/her responsibilities 
when accessing the networks and the proper etiquette for their use. 

 
 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS CODE OF CONDUCT 
 
The following Code of Conduct applies to all users of telecommunications: 
The student is responsible for his/her actions using the Internet or other telecommunications.  
Unacceptable uses will result in the suspension or revocation of network privileges and possibly other 
disciplinary action.  Typical types of unacceptable use may be, but are not limited to, accessing for use for 
pornography, endangering the health/safety of others, and/or use in any manner so as to cause damage or 
disruption of the system.  RVA administration will determine what is “unacceptable use” and such 
decisions are final. 
   
     

RULES FOR TELECOMMUNICATIONS USE 
 
All students are expected to use good judgment and communicate in a responsible and appropriate 
manner and to understand that telecommunications use is a privilege and not a right. 
 
Acceptable Use - Responsible users: 
•Will understand that files are public and not private and will be monitored by proper authorities 
•May use telecommunications in response to clear educational goals 
•Will follow proper forms of etiquette for network/technology use 
•May use telecommunications to send education-related electronic mail to other users 
•Will understand that all technology software, hardware, communication, electronic and wiring 
components are property of the academy and, as such, are governed by all applicable academy policies 
•Will respect and uphold copyright laws and all other applicable laws or regulations (i.e., not pirating 
software) 
•Will respect the rights and privacy of others by not accessing or modifying private files 
•Will use technology supplies in a prudent manner (file space, etc.) 
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Unacceptable Use - Responsible users: 
•Shall NOT reveal personal addresses, phone numbers, and physical location of self or others, or arrange 
face-to-face meetings via the Internet 
•Shall NOT use the Internet for any illegal purpose.  Violators will be reported to proper authorities 
•Shall NOT use impolite or abusive language 
•Shall NOT use an account other than their own 
•Shall NOT create and/or distribute a computer virus over the network 
•Shall NOT respond to electronic mail that is threatening or obscene 
•Shall NOT disrupt the use of the network by others 
•Shall NOT deliberately or willfully cause damage to hardware or assist others in doing the same 
•Shall NOT deliberately access materials that are inconsistent with the academy’s educational goals or 
show others how to do the same 
•Shall NOT use the network to violate behavior standards or academy policies including, but not limited 
to, policies regarding sexual harassment or discrimination 
•Shall NOT assist others in violating the Code of Conduct 
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        FILE: RVA-JB 
 

MEDFORD AREA PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT 
RURAL VIRTUAL ACADEMY 

 
DATE ADOPTED:  October 29, 1987      FILE SECTOR:  RURAL VIRTUAL ACADEMY  
DATE REVISED:   March 15, 2007    POLICY TITLE: EQUAL EDUCATIONAL  
           OPPORTUNITY 
 
The Rural Virtual Academy is committed to equal educational opportunity for all students in the RVA. 
 
It is the policy of the Rural Virtual Academy, pursuant to state and federal laws, that no person, on the 
basis of sex, race, color, national origin, ancestry, creed, religion, pregnancy, marital or parental status, 
sexual orientation or physical, mental, emotional, or learning disability, or handicap may be denied 
admission to any school in this district or be denied participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be 
discriminated against in any curricular, extracurricular, pupil services, recreational, or other program. 
 
Students who have been identified as having a handicap or disability, under Section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act or the Americans with Disabilities Act, shall be provided with reasonable 
accommodations in educational services or programs.  Students may be considered handicapped or 
disabled under this policy even if they are not covered under the Medford Area Public School District’s 
special education policies and procedures. 
 
The Rural Virtual Academy shall provide for the reasonable accommodation of a student’s sincerely held 
religious beliefs with regard to examinations and other academic requirements.  Requests for 
accommodations shall be made in writing and approved by the RVA Administrator.  Accommodations 
may include, but not necessarily be limited to, exclusion from participation in an activity, alternative 
assignments, released time from school to participate in religious activities and opportunities to make up 
work missed due to religious observances.  Any accommodations granted under this policy shall be 
provided to students without prejudicial effect. 
 
It shall be the responsibility of the RVA Administrator or his/her designee to examine existing policies 
and develop new policies where needed to ensure that the Rural Virtual Academy does not discriminate 
pursuant to federal and state law.  The RVA Administrator or his/her designee shall ensure that an 
employee is designated annually to receive complaints filed under state laws and/or regulations Title IX of 
the Education Amendments, and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with 
Disabilities Act.  That employee shall assure adoption of a complaint procedure to resolve complaints 
alleging violation of these laws, assure that an evaluation of the RVA’s compliance with state law is 
completed in accordance with state regulations. 

 

CROSS REFERENCE: Medford Area Public School District Special Education Handbook 
LEGAL REFERENCE: Sec. 118.13, Wis. Stats, Department of Public Instruction (PI 9) 
    Wis. Admin. Code, Title IX of the Education Amendments, 

Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Title VI (Civil Rights 
Act of 1964), Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA),  
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), and Civil Rights 
Act of 1991 
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        FILE: RVA-JECBD 
 

MEDFORD AREA PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT 
RURAL VIRTUAL ACADEMY 

 
DATE ADOPTED: December 18, 1997 FILE SECTOR:  RURAL VIRTUAL ACADEMY 
DATE REVISED:  March 15, 2007  POLICY TITLE: SCHOOL OPEN        
          ENROLLMENT 
 
Part I    NONRESIDENT SCHOOL OPEN ENROLLMENT STUDENTS-(FULL-TIME) 
Part II  RESIDENT SCHOOL OPEN ENROLLMENT STUDENTS 
 
 
 
This policy shall be administered in accordance with the state public school open enrollment law and the 
Medford Area Public School District. 

 
Part I 

NONRESIDENT SCHOOL OPEN ENROLLMENT STUDENTS - (FULL-TIME) 
 
A nonresident student may apply for full-time enrollment to the Rural Virtual Academy under the open 
enrollment program.  Applications will be accepted and acted upon in accordance with procedures and 
timelines specified in state law. 
 
The RVA shall consider the following criteria when accepting or rejecting a nonresident student’s 
application for full-time enrollment: 
 
A. Space Availability 

The RVA shall determine, for purposes of this policy only and not for use for any other purpose, the 
maximum number of students who can be enrolled without jeopardizing the quality of the 
instructional program. 

 
The RVA reserves the exclusive right to establish program size and to limit enrollment based upon the 
capability to properly allocate available resources, create and maintain waiting lists, create and maintain 
a proper learning environment, and comply with contracts, grants, and applicable laws and regulations.  

 
B.   Student:Teacher Ratio 

A student who is rejected under criteria A, but has siblings who are accepted, may be considered for 
enrollment through special consideration under a student:teacher ratio criteria established by 
administration.  In no case; however, will a student considered under this section be accepted if it 
negatively affects the quality of the education provided to current students.  Also, students who might 
otherwise be accepted under other criteria listed in this policy may be rejected based on 
student:teacher ratios. 

 
C.   Sibling Preference 
 

First preference will go to any non-resident student currently attending the RVA or the  Medford Area 
Public School District full time and to his/her siblings. 
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D. Enrollment Projections 

Projected average class size shall be determined by administration based on prior in-grade growth for 
the preceding five years, projected economic growth and projected birth data. 

 
E. Four-Year Old Kindergarten 

A student may make application for attendance in a four-year-old kindergarten if the student’s resident 
school district offers the same type of program and the student is eligible to attend the program in the 
resident district. 

 
F. Expelled Students  

Students who have been expelled by a school district during the current school year or preceding two 
school years or who have disciplinary procedures pending on such conduct, will not be accepted 
under the open enrollment policy.  If an expulsion or expellable behavior occurs after initial 
acceptance of the student and prior to the student starting school in the Medford Area Public School 
District/RVA, the district will deny the enrollment of that student.  

 
G. Students with Exceptional Educational Needs   

A non-resident student identified as a student with a disability will only be considered for enrollment 
if the special education program or related services described in the student’s IEP are currently 
available within the district, given the following student-teacher ratios based on the enrollment 
projections for the school term the non-resident is seeking: 

 
 Student-teacher ratios    Enrollment projections 
 EC:Special Education    1:10  To be determined each year 
 Elem. CDB    1:6 
 Elem LD    1:10 
 Elem. CDS    1:4 
 Elem. ED    1:10 
 Middle School CDB  1:10 
 Middle School CDS  1:5 
 Middle School LD  1:12 
 Middle School ED  1:8 
 High School LD  1:12 
 High School ED  1:8 
 High School CDB  1:10 
 High School CDS  1:4 
 Speech/language  1:30 
  

If a non-resident student’s IEP changes after the student begins attending the Medford district, the 
director of special education may recommend to the board of education an increase in tuition costs to 
the resident district or discontinuation of enrollment based on: 

 
1. the availability of special education or related services as mandated by the revised IEP, 

 
2. the space available in the special education program (including related services) mandated by the 

revised IEP, 
3. the increase in tuition costs by the resident district. 
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Screening for Special Education Status 

 
All applicant students will be screened to determine: 

 
1. Whether or not the student is a student with an identified disability and 

  a. is receiving services through an IEP, or 
  b. has received services and was dismissed through the IEP process, or 
  c. refused services, rejected placement or discontinued placement. 

 
2. Whether or not the student is suspected of having a disability but has not been evaluated either by 

a school district or outside agency (clinic, hospital, university, etc.). 
 

Suspected Disabilities 
 
Any student suspected of having a disability will not be considered for acceptance without completion of 
an IEP evaluation.  A non-resident student who has an identified disability and is not receiving services, 
will not be considered for acceptance without a valid IEP and placement consent. 
 

PART II 
RESIDENT SCHOOL OPEN ENROLLMENT STUDENTS 

 
A. Full-time Enrollment 

A student may not apply for open enrollment admittance to more than three nonresident districts in 
any school year. 

    
 
B. Resident Special Education Student 

The Medford Area Public School District/RVA will deny an applicant resident student to attend 
another school district if the cost of special education and related services as required in the student’s 
IEP would place an undue financial burden on the Medford Area Public School District/RVA. 

 
If a resident student’s IEP changes after the student begins attending a nonresident school district and 
the costs of the special education program or services required by the IEP would place an undue 
financial burden on the Medford Area Public School District/RVA, the Medford Area Public School 
District/RVA will discontinue allowing the student to attend school in the nonresident district. 

 
 
CROSS REFERENCE:  
LEGAL REFERENCE: §118.13, §118.5,§121.54(10), §121.58(2)(A), 121.81, 121.84 Wis. Stats., 1999 

Wisconsin Act 117 Chapter 115, Subchapter V, Wis. Stats. 
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        FILE: RVA-JECBE 
 

MEDFORD AREA PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT 
 
DATE ADOPTED: January 15, 1998  FILE SECTOR:    RURAL VIRTUAL ACADEMY 
DATE REVISED:   March 15, 2007  POLICY TITLE:  DUAL ENROLLMENT  
                       
Rural Virtual Academy students shall be allowed to enroll in one or two regular school day courses in the 
school district where their parents/legal residents are residents.  In order to enroll in a regular school day 
course, the following conditions must be met: 
 
 1. The student has met all standards for admission to the elementary and/or middle school  

established by the Abbotsford, Colby, Medford, Prentice, or Rib Lake Schools. 
 
 2. The student has satisfied any prerequisites and/or entrance requirements for the course(s) 

he/she wishes to take. 
 
 3. The student and his/her parent/legal guardian must reside in the school district where the 

courses are being taken.  (i.e. A Rib Lake resident can only enroll in courses in the Rib Lake 
School District.) 

 
 4. Sufficient space is available in the classroom(s) as determined by the Abbotsford, Colby, 

Medford, Prentice, or Rib Lake Schools. 
 
 5. The student must complete the application at least six weeks prior to the starting date of the 

course(s).  Applications are to be submitted to the school where the student will take the 
course(s). 

 
 6. Transportation is the responsibility of the parent/legal guardian; however, dual enrollment 

student may ride their school district’s bus if their schedules and routes coincide with the 
students’ schedule.  Bus routes and schedules will not be changed to accommodate dual 
enrollment students. 

 
 7. RVA students may participate in WIAA regulated athletics in their resident district, as 

governed by the WIAA. 
  
 
CROSS REFERENCE: 
LEGAL REFERENCE: 
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Parental Satisfaction Surveys 2006 – 2007 

 


